
Neglect  
With respect to an adult, “neglect” is a pattern of conduct without the person’s informed 
consent resulting in deprivation of food, water, medication, medical services, shelter, cooling, 
heating or other services necessary to maintain minimum physical or behavioral health.  
 
With respect to a child/minor, “neglect” is the inability or unwillingness of a parent, guardian or 
custodian of a child to provide that child with supervision, food, clothing, shelter or medical 
care if that inability or unwillingness causes substantial risk of harm to the child’s health or 
welfare, except if the inability of a parent or guardian to provide services to meet the needs of 
a child with a disability or chronic illness is solely the result of the unavailability of reasonable 
services. 

  


